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An examination of the early, mysterious Essene community at Qumran that links it with John the
Baptist, Jesus, and the beginnings of Christianity• Offers an eyewitness account of the final
burial place of John the Baptist• Makes the case that Christianity grew out of a form of
monotheism first formulated by the Egyptian pharaoh Akhenaten• Includes physical and
photographic evidence never before publishedIn his earlier book The Mystery of the Copper
Scroll of Qumran, Robert Feather analyzed the Dead Sea Scroll engraved on copper that is
considered the work of the secretive, devout Jewish sect known as the Essenes, who lived at
Qumran around the time of Jesus. To continue his research into the Essene community's way of
life and how its beliefs may have influenced the beginnings of Christianity, he met with Father
Jozef Milik, one of the scholars who worked on deciphering the Dead Sea Scrolls in the 1950s.
Feather learned that during Milik's work somewhere near the Qumran ruins, he had excavated a
headless corpse that he believed to be that of John the Baptist.Feather presents persuasive,
powerful evidence illustrating the strong link between the Qumran Essenes and New Testament
teachings and showing that both John the Baptist and Jesus were intimately involved with this
community at Qumran. He further supports the claim that early Christians continued a belief
system centered on a form of monotheism first formulated by the Egyptian pharaoh Akhenaten
and uniquely espoused by the Essenes at Qumran.

"Feather’s book appeals because of its startling thesis, its systematic presentation of the
evidence, and the author’s excellent story telling, Obviously, the last word about the origins of
Christianity has not been spoken as yet. Perhaps, with The Secret Initiation of Jesus at
Quamram, we are getting a little closer to the truth." ― Georg Feuerstein, Traditional Yoga
Studies Interactive, January 17th 2006"A fact-filled book about the Essene mysteries, and the
role that John the Baptist performed with Jesus' initiation, are part of this big book of information.
It is a good, old-fashioned reading experience, one the reader will deeply enjoy!" ― Lee Prosser,
Ghostvillage.com, Feb 8, 2006From the Back CoverCHRISTIAN STUDIES / GNOSTICISM In
his earlier book The Mystery of the Copper Scroll of Qumran, Robert Feather analyzed the Dead
Sea Scroll engraved on copper that is considered the work of the secretive, devout Jewish sect
known as the Essenes, who lived at Qumran around the time of Jesus. In The Secret Initiation of
Jesus at Qumran, Feather now presents persuasive, powerful evidence illustrating the strong
link between the Qumran Essenes and teachings of the Christian Scriptures, demonstrating that
both John the Baptist and Jesus were intimately involved with this community. He further
supports the claim that early Christians continued a belief system centered on a form of
monotheism first formulated by the Egyptian pharaoh Akhenaten and uniquely espoused by the
Essenes at Qumran.To assist his research into the Essene community’s way of life, Feather met



with Jozef Milik, previously a Catholic priest and one of the scholars who worked on deciphering
the Dead Sea Scrolls in the 1950s. Feather learned that during Milik’s work somewhere near the
Qumran ruins, he had excavated a headless corpse that he believed to be that of John the
Baptist. Feather tracks down the site of this grave and gives an eyewitness account of the final
burial place of John the Baptist, offering physical and photographic evidence never before
published.ROBERT FEATHER is a metallurgist, engineer, journalist, and scholar of world
religions. He is the founding editor of The Metallurgist, editor of Weighing and Measuring, and
the author of The Mystery of the Copper Scroll of Qumran. He lives in London.About the
AuthorRobert Feather is a metallurgist, engineer, journalist, and scholar of world religions. He is
the founding editor of The Metallurgist, editor of Weighing and Measuring, and the author of The
Mystery of the Copper Scroll of Qumran. He lives in London.Excerpt. © Reprinted by
permission. All rights reserved.Chapter 25Geographical Juxtapositions of Christian and Essene
SettlementsThe GalileeIf, as I claim, geographical factors underline the contention that Jesus
and John the Baptist emanated from Qumran, the traditional view that Jesus was a Galilean and
came from Nazareth in Galilee seems to go against this possibility.In fact even more telling, in
some ways, than the geographical coincidentally of early Christian establishments with Essene
settlements, is the lack of Christian establishments in Galilee--the one region where one would
expect a glut. Historians, such as Joan Taylor or H. Kasting, minimize the possibility of the
Judaea Wilderness as a stomping ground for Jesus, ostensibly to distance him from Qumran,
and place his ministry as having taken place predominantly in Galilee. Yet if this were the case
and his origins were in the Galilee, the direct information on the existence of early Christianity or
any churches in Galilee is virtually non-existent. Even the gospels, as Professor Sean Freyn of
the University College of Dublin notes in his monumental study on the province of Galilee, are
surprisingly silent on the mention of Galilee. Luke and Acts have evangelists going to Samaria,
Gaza, Lydda, Joppa, Caesarea, and Judaea--anywhere but Galilee.The obvious question
remains: Why are so many places named in Galilee in the New Testament and why do both
Matthew and Mark assert that Jesus commenced his ministry in the Galilee? There is no clear
answer. It must be assumed that Jesus (and the twelve apostles and seventy evangelists) did
indeed spend periods preaching in the Galilee, in addition to Judaea and the area around
Qumran, as there was a greater population there. Perhaps Jesus concentrated on that area,
initially, because John the Baptist was already more active in Judaea.Nevertheless the readings
of the first two gospels are ambiguous on the point, while Luke is fairly clear in his positioning of
Judaea as being more significant to Jesus. When it comes to the Gospel of St John, Galilee is
certainly of importance to Jesus, but John reiterates no less than five times that Jesus came
from Judaea into Galilee when he was received at Cana. The New Testament readings are, in
fact, entirely consistent, and more indicative, with Jesus “coming out” of Judaea having spent his
early life of study there, and “coming into” Galilee at a later date.SummationIt is now possible to
review the geographical juxtapositions of Christian and Essene settlements in relation to
Qumran, Christianity, and the key persons of the New Testament, and to establish a base



position that is consistent with what many respected scholars assert:• John the Baptist was at
some stage in his life a member of the Qumran-Essene Community• Jesus had a close
association with John the Baptist and may have had some association with the Community and
certainly would have had knowledge of it• Early Christianity was rooted firmly in Judaism• Early
Christianity and the early New Testament had many exclusive features of commonality with the
teachings, beliefs, and practices of the Qumran Community• The texts of the Dead Sea Scrolls
may prefigure someone identifiable with Jesus, but they do not mention Jesus per se--although
there are similarities in the messianic expectations of the Community and the role fulfilled by
Jesus, they did not conceive of a messiah, in the Christian sense, who was the divine Son of
God, born of a virgin, or spiritual resurrection before the End of Time. In the light of emerging
scholarship from Dead Sea Scrolls, this base position can, I believe, be moved to a much firmer
understanding, and the balance of probability is strongly indicative that:• John the Baptist was a
member of the Qumran Community and kept in close contact with the Community in his role as a
mobile Essene• Jesus was almost certainly a member of the Qumran-Essene Community at
some period of his life, commencing his ministry after his graduation at the age of 30• The
earliest Christian communities were closely associated, in a spiritual and geographical sense,
with the existing locations of Essene communities.• The New Testament authors drew heavily on
the Dead Sea Scroll texts, beliefs, practices, and community structure of the Qumran-
EssenesConservative and fundamentalist Christian theologians have traditionally viewed many
of the Dead Sea Scrolls as an enemy, fearing they could compromise the originality of Jesus and
the New Testament story. Perhaps the scrolls should be looked at in an entirely different way. In
fact they could be the truest friend of Christianity. Apart from the New Testament and Josephus,
there are no near-contemporary witnesses to the life of Jesus, John the Baptist, and his
disciples. Even the earliest of the New Testament books were allegedly written at least 40 years
after the deaths of Jesus and John the Baptist, and the earliest authenticated versions we have
of these testimonies are dated to at least 200 years after the events.The Dead Sea Scrolls that
anticipate some of the information in the New Testament, the teachings of Jesus and the life of
John the Baptist, are the only original contemporary writings we have covering the period of their
lives and they are written in their own ethnic language. They are the greatest supporters of the
validity of the New Testament, and even if 90 percent of the New Testament could be shown to
have been derived from Dead Sea Scroll sources the core values of Christianity would not be
affected. On the contrary, the existence of Jesus and John the Baptist would, for the first time, be
buttressed by verifiable fact.Read more
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Robert Steven Thomas, “FOREVER CHANGES THE HISTORY OF MONTHEISM. Robert
Feather is one of the world's foremost scholars in research of the roots of Monotheism. Feather
is a Dead Sea Scrolls expert with few equals. What sets Feather's work apart and makes it so
compelling and worthy of praise is his fresh approach and trained, yet open mind. Most (if not
all) of the Dead Sea Scroll team since their discovery beginning in 1947, has been made up of
members of fervently established religions: Catholic, Protestant & Hebrew. As such, these
partisan researchers have been shy, reclusive, reluctant and unwilling to share their knowledge,
and freely pass on the information to other interested sources as they were originally compelled
to do. As a result, for over 60 years, important information, details and segments have been
withheld, hidden and even possibly intentionally destroyed by the very persons who were
entrusted with its safekeeping and to bring the Dead Sea Scrolls to light of day. As a PhD and
metallurgist, Feather was invited into the group to help decipher one of the most enigmatic
scrolls, "The Copper Scroll of Qumran." In his first book (of the same name) Feather proved a
clear a link between the ancient Essene Jews at Qumran and the 18th Dynasty Pharaoh
Akhenaten, indicating that the true roots of Monotheism were actually Egyptian - not Jewish! In
this, his second work in a trilogy on the ancient Essene settlement at Qumran where the Dead
Sea Scrolls were discovered, Feather focuses on new evidence that Jesus' missing years, along
with John the Baptist, were spent as initiates in the Essene community. The book begins like a
"detective thriller" and never lets up. There is no question that further dissemination of Feather's
discoveries at Qumran will ultimately rock the foundations of modern monotheism be they
Catholic, Protestant, Islam or Hebrew. Understanding the reality of these links establishes why
the Jewish and Catholic team members in charge of the Dead Sea Scrolls have been so
secretive, deceitful and very likely dishonest to the possibility of criminal activity. ENOUGH! It is
time for more people to understand the truth of our human and religious heritage. This book
goes a long way toward correctly interpreting them both. A MUST read for any reasonable,
educated, curious person.
  
Intelligent Intervention”

MRS JUNE WILLIAMS, “Five Stars. This book is a 'must' for any serious Bible scholar.”

Andrea Davison, “A great surprise. I ordered this book as the title seemed intriguing (and it was
only a few quid). I'm generally chary of 'Secret' books regarding Jesus as they tend to be too
esoteric for their own good.Rather than it being the weird wild and wacky book I half expected I
was pleasantly surprised to discover a well written, engrossing academic work, fully annotated,
that was well worth serious study. Some of Feather's ideas were new to me but his exposition is
first class and his theories well supported. His conclusion, that Jesus and John the Baptist were



Qumran community members makes perfect sense.I'd heartily recommend this book to anyone
willing to take on board an alternative theory to the bog standard orthodox.”

Ebook Library Reader, “Five Stars. Excellent”

M. J. allan, “like new. I chose this book as it about one of my interests - the history of religion, and
the mystery of the beginnings of Christianity, which I find puzzling. I expect this book to throw
some much needed  light on the subject.”

The book by Donald Senior has a rating of  5 out of 4.4. 51 people have provided feedback.
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